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'She would be a good match for you,' he said, efor she
has a dowry of ten thousand ducats. Come and see me to-
morrow, and we will take coffee with her and my mother.*
The scoundrel did not say any more about his bills of
exchange; but seeing that I had abandoned the pursuit of
his mistress in favour of his sister, he conceived the brilliant
idea of selling her to me. I was sorry for the mother and
sister of this ignominious creature, but I had not sufficient
virtue to renounce rny share of the proposed bargain. I even
tried to persuade myself that, as I loved her, I ought to
prevent her from falling into worse hands. We induced the
too confident mother to allow her to go with us to the opera,
P. C.'s mistress making a fourth. The next day P. C. told
me with an air of triumph that his sister had told his mother
that she would rather marry me than any man in the world,
and that she was sure I cared for her,
*I adore her/ I answered; 'but do you think that your
father would give her to me?'
*No, I do not think so, but he is very old, and in the
meantime—make you hay while the sun shines! My mother
says she may go to the opera with us again. But I want you
to do me a service. I have an opportunity of buying some
excellent Cyprus wine, which I could sell again at a large
profit; the merchant will not take a bill with my name only,
will you add yours?5
I signed the note this time, without discussion. Where is
the man who would not have done the same?
I was seriously in love, and thanks to the good offices of
the brother, who made us the excuse for his own amours, it
was possible to see the object of rny affections often. I took
her in my gondola, and having dropped the brother and his
friend, and thrown aside our masks, we spent hours in the
gardens of the Zuecca at St. Blaise, where we ran races
together, the prize being a pair of garters which I had
bought for her, and for which she gave me hers in exchange.
I remember she outran me, and I had to simulate a fall to
make her stop and come to my rescue. She was only fifteen,

